VII
FIRST SUCCESS
THE latter part of the winter and early spring
were spent in designing and building the 8-5.
My interest and enthusiasm for aviation were greater
than before, but the character of the activity was now
quite different. It became more professional, being
done steadily in accordance with a programme.
In April, 1911, both planes were ready for test.
The 8-5 was larger than any of the previous ships. It
had a 50 h.p., water-cooled, " Argus" motor. A wheel
control, similar to the conventional arrangement on
the majority of modern aircraft, was installed instead
of the two sticks used in previous planes for elevator
and aileron controls. For rudder control, pedals
were used in a conventional way except that the cables
were crossed. This meant that pushing the right pedal
would produce a turn to the left and vice versa. This
appealed to me as being more in accord with the
natural feelings of the pilot. I still believe it would
be a better method of arranging the directional con-
trol of a plane in spite of the fact that the generally
accepted way is the opposite. The 8-5 was obviously
the more promising of the two planes, and in order
not to lose time, I decided to concentrate efforts on this
machine, leaving the other in reserve.
The 8-5 was completed and the power plant
thoroughly tested on the ground at the end of April,